
 

                                                               

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUITO-GALAPAGOS ISLANDS-LIMA-CUZCO-MACHU PICCHU 

10 Days/ 9 Nights 

 

THE TWO WONDERS: GALAPAGOS & MACHU PICCHU 
 

   DAY 1   QUITO 

Arrival in the city of Quito, we will meet the local staff and will be driven to the hotel for check-in. 

Overnight in Quito. 

 
 

   DAY 2  QUITO – COLONIAL & MIDDLE OF THE WORLD 
 

Breakfast 

City Tour- Historical Center Cultural Heritage – colonial facades on churches and private residences decorated 

and balconies built during the last five centuries. Gothic Basilica of the Heart of Jesus, Independence Square 

flanked by the Presidential and the Archbishop’s palaces and the Metropolitan Cathedral. Street of the seven 

crosses and visit La Compañía de Jesús church and the jewel of the crown of the colonial architecture, continue 

to the Plaza of San Francisco, Panecillo viewpoint – panoramic view of the city. 

North of downtown Quito, we visit “Mitad del Mundo” (Middle of the World) and the Equator Monument situated 

at 0º0’0” where the planet is divided into two hemispheres: North and South.  

Overnight at Quito. 

 
 

   DAY 3  GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 
 

Breakfast 

On due time, we will be driven to the airport to board the flight to GALAPAGOS ISLAND. Arriving in the 

Galapagos, passengers are picked up at the airport by our natural guides and taken to a ten-minute bus drive to 

the pier to board the Galapagos cruise.   



 

Galapagos Cruise 4 Days/3 Nights, Itinerary can change depending on the cruise company chosen 

Suggested Itinerary. 

 

PM – Highlands Tortoise Reserve (Santa Cruz Island) 

Dry landing. In the central highlands of Santa Cruz Island, we have our best opportunity to interact at close 

quarters with totally wild, Galapagos giant tortoises. A short walk among these huge, 600lb, reptiles will also 

offer the chance for more highland species, especially several species of the famed finches. 

 

   DAY 4  GALAPAGOS ISLANDS- EXPEDITION CRUISE  

 

AM – EL BARRANCO (GENOVESA ISLAND) 

Riding our pangas to the far side of the caldera, red-billed tropicbirds display vociferously overhead while 

Galapagos fur seals can be seen on the shoreline. Once at the top of the rocky stairway we are immediately met 

by Nazca boobies, red-footed boobies, mockingbirds, and finches that line our way through a palo santo forest 

until we arrive at an expansive open lava field. Wedge-rumped storm petrels swarm above the lava where we 

keep our eyes peeled for short-eared owls. 

 

Afternoon time Darwin bay (GENOVESA ISLAND) 

From within the flooded caldera of Tower Island we set foot onto a sandy beach to be greeted by swallow-tailed 

gulls often said to be the most beautiful gull in the world. Our short, flat, trail leads us past stands of mangroves 

and saltbush on which we have our best possible looks at nesting red-footed boobies and great frigate birds. At 

the tidal lagoon we may also see the rarest gull in the world, our very own, endemic lava gull. 

 

   DAY 5  GALAPAGOS ISLANDS – EXPEDITION CRUISE 
 

AM – Dragon Hill (Santa Cruz Island) 

Dry landing. Arriving to a small lava dock our first encounters are with marine iguanas that blend-in perfectly to 

the dark rock. As we walk past large prickly pear cacti, we arrive to one end of a long, sickle-shaped, beach with 

Dragon Hill standing in the distance. Our walk takes us on a circular path, past a shallow lake where flamingoes 

frequently come to feed. Waders such as stilts, turnstones and sandpipers work the muddy edges frenetically 

looking for food as we continue inland to a dry, forested habitat where land iguanas’ nest and burrow. 
 

Afternoon time SANTA FE ISLAND 

Wet landing. After a fabulous snorkel in the turquoise waters of the protected bay we may have enjoyed time with 

sea lions, turtles, reef sharks and spotted eagle rays. Landing onto a sandy beach we are immediately distracted 

by the abundant sea lions there with us. We begin a walk past a forest of island endemic giant Opuntia cacti. 

Here we search for another island-endemic the Santa Fe land iguana, paler than its cousins on other islands. 

Galapagos hawks and even endemic rice rats are also things to look out for. 
 

   DAY 6  GALAPAGOS ISLANDS – SANTA CRUZ – LIMA  

 

Wet landing. Named for some wrecked World War II barges whose ribs are still visible in the sand this visitor site 

offers great swimming, a lovely walk along the shore and a visit to a lagoon behind the high tide line with wading 

birds, marine iguanas and sometimes even flamingoes. The two beaches are also favorite nesting sites for green 

turtles which often leave tractor-like tracks in the sand. 

After the visit, passengers will be transferred to the airport for their return flight to Guayaquil or Quito and 

connecting to Lima.  

 

Arrive in Lima, we will meet the local staff that will assist with luggage and will drive us to the hotel for check-

in procedures. 

Overnight in Lima. 

 

 

 

 



 

   DAY 7   CUZCO – CITY TOUR 
 

Breakfast 

On due time, we will be driven to the airport to board the flight to the former capital of the Inca Empire. 

Upon our arrival in the city of Cuzco, we will meet the local staff and will be driven to the hotel for check-in 

procedures and deserve rest to get used to the sudden change of altitude. 

 

Afternoon Half Day city tour with nearby Ruins 

We will tour around the former capital of the Inca Empire, visit Korikancha or Temple of Sun where we will find 

one of the best samples of the ability of the Incas working the stone. We will continue to the Cathedral that 

shelters priceless pieces of colonial art. Afterwards, we will head to the monuments that surround the city. On a 

hill overlooking Cuzco, Sacsayhuaman is an impressive fortress built using massive rocks that were taken from 

a nearby quarry. We will continue to the sites of Qenqo, Puca Pucara and the Inca bath of Tambomachay. 

Overnight in Cuzco. 
 

   DAY 8 SACRED VALLEY 
 

Breakfast 

On the way to Sacred Valley, we will make a short stop at Awanakancha, a community project where we will find 

the four different South American camels: llama, alpaca, vicuna, and guanaco. We will have the chance to interact 

with them and learn about the ancient techniques still used in the Andes to produce wool and weaving. Once in 

the Sacred Valley, we will visit the archaeological complex of Pisac, located in the old area of the village. This 

fortress was built to protect the capital of the Inca Empire. It has one of the most amazing group of terraces in 

the area, and its walls shelter the complex where we can find storages, houses, bridges amongst others where 

outstands the Intihuatana or Sun clock carved in a big piece of stone. 

At the end, we will visit the final town in the Sacred Valley of the Incas and considered the oldest continuously 

occupied town in America. We will walk around its narrow streets admiring its houses made of adobe and built 

over the original Inca foundations. We will also visit the impressive archaeological site and fortress which contains 

some superb Inca stonework and terracing. This fortress was the site of the battle in 1537 between Inca troops 

led by Manco Inca and invading Spanish forces commanded by Hernando Pizarro. 

Lunch: Included 

Overnight in Sacred Valley. 

 

   DAY 9  MACHU PICCHU “THE LOST CITY OF THE INCAS” 

 

Breakfast 

We will be transferred very early this morning to the station to board the train that will take us to the Lost City 

of the Incas. Along the route, we will enjoy amazing views as we follow the Urubamba River 

as it descends from the mountains into a steeper valley with cloud forest vegetation. When we arrive in the town 

of Machu Picchu -formerly known as Aguas Calientes- we will take the shuttle bus up to the Citadel of Machu 

Picchu, without doubt the best example of Inca urban construction and stone working ability. The site has 

different areas such as the urban, religious, and farming sectors. We will find temples and houses as well as the 

famous Intihuatana or Sun Clock, which was finely carved from a large stone block. On due time, we will head to 

the station to board the return train and will be immediately driven to the hotel in Cuzco. 

Lunch: Included 

Overnight in Cuzco. 

 

 

   DAY 10  CUZCO 
 

Breakfast 

On due time, we will be driven to the airport to board the flight to your next destination. 
 

 


